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== wmmm Reflecting on Anticipation

Important Dates

4 Independence Day --
Office Closed

6 Communion

12 Appl ebds
Visit

20 Ice Cream Social

27 Brunch

24 Kochner/Thomas
Garden Visit

28 Mustang Game

G Sarder and the newly

July
Volunteers
Liturgists

6 - Ellen Johnson

13 - Krenik Family

20 - Jim Tarr

27 - Jeanne Castberg

Greeters
6 - Pat Fink

Ushers

6 - Mary Dick

13 - Mary & Larry Apple
20 - Jeanne Castberg
and Sandy

Taylor

27 - Mike and Fran
Paterson

Aug. 3 - Betty & Jim
Whiteside

Life can only be understood backwards, shovels and rakes and tillers to dig up the
but it must be lived forwards. Soren ground for the first time. | remember sev-
Kierkegaardlife eral of you digging up the central path-
way so we could lay newspapers, gravel,
plastic, and wood chips down in an at-
tempt to slow down the weeds and pro-
vide a permanent path. We
planned to do all the
paths that way. That
ended up being the only
one we did in that man-
ner. But what started as
a few garden plots sev-
eral years ago have
literally blossomed
into an amazing minis-

David Kimball and Grady and
Sonya Skaggs have put a tremendous
amount of work into our Community

named Common
Ground this year. If
you havenot
there in the gardens
recently you really
ought to take a few
minutes to peruse
through and see what
all is growing. In

some ways iy
spending time
walking through a
garden is as medi-

been out

This fall it will
have been two years
from the discussion we
tative as our | abyr i nt hbhadastagangregation about
enriching to see what is sprouting and the possibility of relocating our church
what new surprises are coming. This time further west or not. We decided to stay
of the year is all about anticipation. Soon, here but that also carried with it an im-
in a month or two we will celebrating portant caveat: to see what it would entail
arrival. for us to stay here, both financially and in
the energy to expand our ministry. It was
made very clear to us then that our pre-
sent building, at least the older portion,
was in need of some serious upgrading
and care. Almost two years later we still
bemoan the fact that the offices, bath-
rooms, fellowship room, and classrooms
are not handicap accessible, that our
kitchen facilities are fairly limiting to
what wedd | i ke to
rooms are dark and designed more for
offices than for educational space.

A couple of times this year sev-
eral of us have reflected back on the
process that has become our Community
Garden and Common Ground. We were
reminded that if we had determined five
years ago to have this much land tilled up
and to have underground automated
sprinkling systems, that we expected to
have around 30 gardeners with more than
half of those being from outside of the
church, we probably would have dropped
the project before we ever got started.
The plight of small churches is that they The burden of exploring what we
see themselves as small, unable to tackle can or need to do with the office end of
something of major impact. our building has been rather overwhelm-
ing for myself, and | expect for many of

I can still recall the first couple of ) i
P you, also. But we are now in the first

meetings we had to plan the garden and

the day several of us got out there with (Continued on page 2.)

do,



