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Catching Up On The Latest June 2008 

kind of like saying in your meeting, 

ñwhat would happen iféò or ñI sug-

gest weéò. The group shapes it and 

either owns it or not from there. Itôs a 

community decision making process 

(and therefore very 

Presbyterian) and 

that is exactly why 

Iôm still a strong 

proponent of at least 

some parliamentary 

procedure. 

 Did you 

know that fifty years 

ago, on June 9, 1958 

a motion was made 

in the Session of 

First Presbyterian 

Church, Billings, to 

start the process of a 

new congregation? 

The Session minutes recorded these 

words: ñElder Hopper moved that 

Synod be requested for funds for a 

new future church in Billings under 

the extension committee plan.ò We 

are celebrating our fortieth anniver-

sary but in some ways we are also 

celebrating our fiftieth anniversary. It 

started with a sense of call to minis-

try, sort of like when someone first 

got that sparkle in their eye. But it had 

to be put out on the table. Someone 

had to be brave enough to speak their 

idea out loud before it could ever be-

gin.  

Did you know that seventy-

five years ago Rev. Prouty first got 

that sparkle in his eye for what be-

came Camp Miles south of Red 

June 

Volunteers 
Liturgists  

1 - Krenik Family  

8 - Patti Johnson  

15 - Jeanne Cast-

berg  

22 - Gail Kimball  

29 - Wood Family  

        

Greeters 

1 - Pat Fink       

8 - 

15 - 

22 - 

29 - 

  

Ushers 

 1 -  Mary Huff and  

Olive Edwards  

 8 - Clayton & Mary 

Lou Croff  

15 - Fran & Ed Rei-

chert  

22 - Phyllis Prindle,  

Pat Fink 

29 - Harriet Whearty 

and Shirley Wells  

July 6 - Mary Dick  

Still Putting Ministry in Motion  

 We Presbyterians catch a lot 

of grief about our reliance on parlia-

mentary procedure. Iôm surprised that 

our Confirmation class, when asked 

who was the founding father of Pres-

byterianism, didnôt 

reply Major Henry 

M. Robert (author of 

Robertôs Rules of 

Order, 1876). Ahh, 

but theyôre young 

yet. Give them time 

to learn about what 

is truly sacred in our 

churches.  

It all starts 

with a purpose that 

becomes an idea. 

Then a motion is 

made. Those of you 

who are on Session or on communi-

ties or committees know that there are 

times when I think the formal proce-

dures of Roberts Rules are helpful and 

needed. But other than that the Rules 

are meant to prevent authoritarian 

ñrailroadingò, to encourage communi-

cation, and to help make informed 

group decisions. When a ñmotionò is 

made it effectively is putting an idea 

out there on the table for discussion. 

Someone once told me that when you 

make a motion it is really like hand-

ing it over to everyone else; it no 

longer belongs just to you. The group 

now has the chance to look over it, 

discuss it and find a resolution for it, 

to accept it or not. Granted, there are 

formal procedures (that can become 

very cumbersome) to change or alter 

the original motion but generally itôs 

òElder Hopper moved 
that Synod be requested 

for funds for a new  
future church in  

Billings under the  
extension committee 

plan.ó  

(Continued on  page 2.) 
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Your news concerning St. 

Andrew and the congre-

gation is always welcome. 

Regular mail or drop off at 

the office. E -mail to:  

office@standrewbillings.org  

 

Deadline for the July  issue 

of the Net is Monday, June 

23rd. You are encouraged 

to submit your news before 

the deadline . Thanks,  

Susan Dickson, editor  

Lodge? He and several others in the 

presbytery decided together that a 

summer camp or retreat facility was 

needed and a motion may not have 

been formally made (we donôt have 

the records) but it was a group deci-

sion that has evolved into what we 

know as Westminster Spires.  

It took ten years to the day 

from the time that the original motion 

was made in the Ses-

sion of First Presbyte-

rian, to the purchase 

of the land, and to the 

chartering of St. An-

drew. It took several 

years from the time 

Rev. Prouty and oth-

ers began talking with 

the Forest Service to 

begin building a 

bridge and a few 

buildings, and it took several decades 

to complete all the buildings as we 

know them.  

We normally call that having a 

vision but I think in both instances it 

was simply having a purpose and an 

idea and putting them in ñmotionò ï 

letting other people look at it, massage 

it, adjust it here and there until every-

one can own it. Sometimes what 

comes out of that original idea may 

not look anything like the original mo-

tion, for better or worse, but it never 

would have gotten started without the 

first act of bravery of moving it from 

someoneôs heart and mind to put it out 

on the table for others to look at and 

consider. 

Prayer and  

Messages from 
the Heart  

Aitchison Family, Gail 

Kimballõs brotherõs 

sonõs family 

 

 

Our Session is continuing the 

process of discerning what our future 

will look like, particularly now in 

terms of our building and space. Much 

of that discussion started three years 

ago when we passed a motion to begin 

Long Range Planning. It evolved from 

there about a year and a half ago when 

you as a congregation decided to stay 

in this location and find out what that 

will mean financially, and what will 

be required or desired to upgrade our 

building. The Session has begun dis-

cussions with architects to help us talk 

about the space needs we have and 

what is required to make our building 

usable for many years to come. The 

architects will not be designing any-

thing yet, they will be helping us dis-

cuss things such as handicap access, 

meeting building codes, and possibly 

improved kitchen space to better han-

dle fellowship dinners. They will help 

us put all the property ñout on the ta-

bleò to consider how it can best serve 

the ministry of St. Andrew. 

As we approach our fortieth 

anniversary we are in many ways 

looking at our fiftieth and sixtieth and 

seventieth anniversaries. There are 

ideas being put in motion with a lot of 

careful discussion. We donôt know 

exactly what it will look like several 

years or decades down the road but we 

have a growing sense of our call to 

ministry in this place. And that is the 

very first thing that is necessary to put 

our ideas into ñmotionò.  

Grace and Peace, 

Brent 

  April 08         2008 YTD  Budget  Difference 

 

Income    7,219 34,341 38,339 (3,998) 

Expenses  10,733 41,531 41,477  (     54) 

 

Net       ( 3,514)    ( 7,190))    ( 3,138) (4,052) 

Financial  Report April 2008 

As we approach our fortieth 

anniversary we are in 

many ways looking at our 

fiftieth and sixtieth and 

seventieth anniversaries.  


