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We are Building a
Servant Community
Seeking to be
Christ’s Hands

and Heart

Recycling Program,

Milk Jugs - This type of plas-
tic is called High Density Polyethylene
(HDPE). This type of plastic is a
milky color (but not solid white), and
must have a screw-type top. However,
do not include the lids! These plastic
bottles should be smashed to conserve
room and please rinse them out before
bringing them to the church. These
bottles have the following symbol on
the bottom.

Water and Soda Bottles -
This type of plastic is called Polyethyl-
ene Terephthalate (PETE or PET) and
is clear (not colored), and also must
have a screw-type top. Again do not
include the lids. These plastic bottles
need not be smashed, but they do also
need to be rinsed out. These plastic
bottles have the following symbol on
the bottom.

We invite everyone interested
in recycling (whether you have been
involved so far or not) to bring your
materials to the church, and especially
encourage those who do not currently
recycle. Help us reduce the amount of
material that is buried in the land fill,
by being effective stewards of the
earth’s resources. We have been doing
a good job with newspapers, aluminum
cans, and office paper, so let’s do the
same with magazines, steel cans and
the two types of plastic described
above. Get involved and stay tuned. If
you have any questions, feel free to call
me or Betty. My phone number is 256-
2230, and Betty‘s is 252-5647. Thank
you for your involvement!

Easter Reflection from
Guatemala

By Dennis A. Smith,
a longtime PC(USA) mission worker
in Guatemala.

GUATEMALA CITY — Last week |
participated in a panel at a university
in Guatemala City celebrating a new
documentary by a young local film-
maker.

Her’s is a thoughtful and pas-
sionate voice. Her film documents
how few authentic Guatemalan voices
are heard on Guatemalan television,
especially young voices, and how she
and her friends set out to make their
own TV show where they could tell
their own stories.

She tells how Guatemala's four
commercial broadcast television chan-
nels are all owned by a Mexican media
mogul who resides in the United
States. Sadly, these television channels
were not willing to take a chance on
young local talent. Finally, they were
able to place the show on a few cable
channels. Overcoming the censorship
of a media monopoly is a sign of hope.
During this Easter season, the Chris-
tian tradition reminds us how Jesus of
Nazareth breaks the absolute censor-
ship of death with the promise of res-
urrection.

Daily we witness the fetid
power of death. In so many communi-
ties, death's mayhem reigns, reeking of
vengeance and injustice, hatred and
brutality. Death engenders fear, fear
engenders paralysis, paralysis silences
those who have been excluded and
hides those who have been made in-
visible.

As Christian communicators
we are called to bear witness to the
resurrection that is always being born
around us. We are called to create safe,
thoughtful spaces where people can

(Continue on page 7)



Easter in Guatemala, Continued

tell their stories and discern together

how to challenge the empire of death.
This is how hope is born, this is how

the Spirit of tenderness breathes new

life into our communities.

Here in Guatemala City, for
example, more than 30 bus drivers, as-
sistants and passengers have been
killed in the metropolitan area in the
first three months of 2009. Youth
gangs have committed most of the
murders.

As the Guatemalan government
tries to strengthen the rule of law and
challenge the power of obscure eco-
nomic elites allied with organized
crime, the criminals are pushing back
by hiring gang members to murder bus
drivers and sew panic in the popula-
tion. This, combined with the violence
generated by the economic crisis,
sparks a general climate of fear and
insecurity.

At this Easter season in Guate-
mala City, the hope of resurrection
seems far away. The simple task of
getting from home to work, from
school to market and back again gener-
ates stress; one is never sure when and
where random violence will strike.

As Christian communicators,
how can we respond to this challenge?

At CEDEPCA, the ecumenical
training center where I work, we meet
every Tuesday morning for staff meet-
ing. As we share stories of what is hap-
pening in our families, neighborhoods
and churches, we are struck by the
prominence of the discourse of death.
Even from church pulpits, we hear
calls for vengeance instead of justice.
In this context, we encourage our stu-
dents to reflect deeply on what faithful-
ness to the resurrected Christ requires
in such harsh circumstances. We have
concluded that more guns will never
bring peace, nor will more soldiers in

the streets make us safe. Building
public security is a civilian, not a
military, task. Peace will only come to
Guatemala City when we nourish a
sense of civic responsibility and jus-
tice in our homes, our schools and our
places of worship.

We encourage students to look
for stories of resurrection, for simple
gestures of hope, in their communi-
ties. Justice, participation, mutual re-
spect and accountability: these are
things of substance, things that last.
These are the stories that we need to
tell through all the media we have at
our disposal.

The other day I was at a stop
light not far from home. As in many
big cities, stop lights here can be dan-
gerous places. (Is that boy a carjacker
or just asking for money?) So you
only open your windows a crack and
you avoid eye contact with others.

I was surprised when a mid-
dle-aged man, obviously poor, ap-
proached my window bearing Gospel
tracts, a gentle smile on his face. With
great respect he slipped two tracts
through the slit in the window. In a
soft voice he said: "May God bless
you! Be not afraid."”
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standrewbillings.org
Calendar updates
Sermons in Audio

Resources

Revamp the Camp

June 11-14

Talk with Sandy Welch to let her
know if you can help out
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St. Andrew

by Mary Apple

Mark your Calendar! The
St. Andrew Picnic will be

G o at Veteran’s Park on June
‘.O) g\
% ! C%zij % 5% 7th at 11 am--or as soon
as you can get there after

M@ 345t

the Day of

Pentecost

Worship Service.

Fried chicken, cold drinks, and
table settings will be provided. Please
bring a dish to share and any outdoor
games you might have. A good time is
always had by all!

Prayer Shawl
Ministry
by Susan Thomas

The Deacons of St. Thomas are
beginning a Prayer Shawl Ministry, and
we are hoping for the help of members
of our congregation who knit or cro-
chet.

Prayer Shawl Ministries are
found in many congregations across the
country. With love and prayer, shawls
are created and given to those in need--
members or friends of the church who
are hospitalized, bereaved, or who
might just need a special touch of
kindness.

The Deacons also would like to
include a Prayer Shawl with each
Christmas basket that is delivered. We
will have patterns and more informa-
tion available at church. For more de-
tails, please contact Susan Thomas.
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A Special Thank you

To my Sisters and Brothers of
St.. Andrew Church. I want to thank
you for the food. You all are God
sent.

I’m looking forward to growing
with you--our awesome church and
Pastor.

From your Brother In Christ,
Steven Wicker

Thank you!

Krenik Boys

by Larry Apple

Cole and Kyle Krenik were
honored for their swift and brave ac-
tions following a severe auto accident
near their home last summer. On
April 6, 2009, Cole and Kyle were
awarded the Medal of Merit, presented
by the National Court of Honor, Boy
Scouts of America. They were recog-
nized for “outstanding service in im-
plementing scouting skills and ideals.”

These two young men exem-
plify the best in offering of themselves
for the care of others, and especially so
in the emergency situation they faced.

Congratulate them if you
haven’t already done so.

Kurt, Cole, Kyle and Mary Krenik
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A Service of Worship
In Prayer, Silence,
Scripture and Song
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Our Summer Worship Schedule
begins on May 24th
9:30 am Worship
and Sunday School
takes a break





